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largely intact, preserving a document of a symmetrical Gothic Villa as inspired by .
A.J. Downing. Not only did Downing's writings idealize suburban life and (continued)
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26. brief description (note unusual featuras, integrity, environment, threats and associated buildings) - ‘z
This symmetrical 2%=story Gothic villa presents a wealth of Gothic detailing. Two 2 Z
gabled dormers with diamond paned glass light the attic. A cross gable rises from = g
the second story into the attic containing a diamond-shaped window. Decorated with a %
verge board featuring saw-cut floral ornament, the cross gable is visually defined 8
by the pair of chimneys on the roof ridge behind it. A pointed basket-arch, headed B
3
by a Norman label, contains a second story window divided by a mullion defining two
inscribed arches. The flanking second story windows have been altered. Three low
arches carry the porch roof which 1s outlined by a decorative wooden frieze which
echoes the verge board above it. Construction is of stuccoed masonry.
ok
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27. history, significance and/or background 0 g
This mid-19th century country house was renovated sometime around the turn of :the cen- =
tury when it was stuccoed and its porch altered. Prior to 1906 the property was in the L
possession of Eindley Johnson, Philadelphia architect, which suggests him as the like- %
ly author of the changes in the building. Lindley left the upper stories of this house i
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27. Continued:-

directly encourage ;hg‘deveiqpment of Germantown, but the first buildings of this Phila-

delphia railroad suburb used the Plcturesque Gothic architecture which wés advocated by
Downing, and is so well represented in thisrbuilding.m 2 -

EVALUATION

Would contributé to a.district.

[ EVALUATOR®S)

M. Lewis

£ ; » o ) = . »




